Intrathecal administration of beta-endorphin and dynorphin-(1-13) for the treatment of intractable pain.
Seven cases of chronic pain were treated by intrathecal administration of 30 micrograms of beta-endorphin and dynorphin-(1-13). Compared with saline, both peptides were able to suppress pain for periods up to 4.5 and 7 hours on the average, respectively. No significant side reactions were noticed during the entire investigation.